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Jack Edie

If you have read, the Homecomlng brochure, you would know that Jack
Edie was"teacher here at Blake. In fact he taught here for 37 years. He
taught Amerlcan lllstory, Cont empomry Ctvilizatton, D ebate, Dthics,
Internatlonal Rel,atlons, Eeonomlcs, and Begtnning and Adrranced Speech.

You would also know that Jack qras tJle headmaster. In fact, from
l97L-74 Jack gutded us through tJre difricult and often controversial yea.rs;
of tJre merger.

You would also know that he was a coach, a baseball coach ln
parttcular. He ls a student of the game, erd,I would add that he ls a
strategtst as well. I have often suspected that tris eloquence and gtft for
argumenatlon was acqulred at the e:pense of many of the umplres that
worked hls games. However, I can't prove thatrJack, and thus wlll drop
t}tat allegatlon.

You would know tn addition that Jack created and coached tJre
Varsity Debate Tenrr for 3O years. In that tlme he took our teams to state,
regf,onal, and uatlonal levels of competltlon.

What ls most tmportant ls that whlch ls not tn thts brochure. In fact lt
ls lmposstble to captr:re the essence of Jack Eilie tn 10- 12 llnes of a
brochure. As I was thinking about presentlng Jack this momlng I resll-ed
that many of you ln this auditorium don't krow who Jack EdIe ls. All the
more reason to celebrate, honor, and lntroduce htm thts morntng.

There are some thfngs beyond the credlts and statlstlcs that you need
to know about Jack Edle. IIe , more than any ot}er person allve today, ls
woven lnto the fabric of this lnstitution. He constlhrtes a stgulff,cant part of
our history, as well as the tradttlons that we carry on. Dven today he deffnes
in part who we are, what we do, and how we do it. I-€t me glve you a few
brief examples.

I ongbefore lt was popular to thirrk about Global Edueatlon, Jack, qe
early as 1945, \pas preach{ng to thls communlty and beyond the lmportance
and the need to develop a globd view of the world, based otl a solld
understanding of the tnterdependqnce that unltes us all on planet earth. In
fact after he retlred fron Blake he was lntnrmentat in creatJngl an
organlzal[on called Global Educatlon Minnesota (GEM) tlrat lmpacted not
only our school, but schools all over the state of Minnesots.

f mentloned that Jack was the headmaster from L97L-74. What
lmpressed me most was that Jack created a leadershtp style that provided
the students, parents, faculty, alumnl channels of communicatlon that
allowed thls communfry to tatk to each other, debate, and shate theln
concerrrs on the rnn&y controversdtal lssues t}at faeed us at the tlme of
merger. Very charact-eristic of Jack, he created the most democratle style of
leadership in the hlstory of the school, not ln tlmes of ease, but at the most
drfFgslf juncture of our recent history.

Those of us on tJre facutty need to be remlnded that the Sabbatical
proglam that we enjoy today is ln large part due to Jack's vislon and
coinrnltment to thts faculty.

' Finalty those of you ln Debate know that we wlll be hosttng the SOtJr
Annual Edie Debate Tournament, nn event by whtch we honor Jack's
contributlons ln ttrls area. You also reallze tlrat each year at Acxards Day we
present the Edie Cup .

Jack's lea€lacy to us ls a rlch one. It ls one of vlsion, leadershlp, and
loyatty. Ttrere ls no one more loyal to thls school than Jack Edle. Yet hls
loyalty never prevented htm from shallsn€ltng thoinstltutlon and the people
tn lt to d,o what ls rlght, what is good, and what ls best for tJre lnstitutlon
and lts people. Jack has always represented the best of what tJrere is ln
educatiorr, nnd the best of what there is ln $laks. Would youJoln me ln
welcomlng s''d honortng Jack Edle.
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